
The People's PowerMinistryforForeign Relations ofthe Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuelastronglyrejectstheinaccuraciesandfalseaccusationsmadeinthespeech
deliveredbythePresidentoftheCo-operativeRepublicofGuyana,MohamedIrfaanAli,
intheframeworkofthe55thAnniversaryoftheIndependenceofthatcountry.

Inthisregard,PresidentIrfaanAlidistanceshimselffrom historicalrealityinorderto
feedavictimizingandnegativenarrativeregardingtherightfulVenezuelanclaim over
the territory ofthe Guyana Esequiba,whose origin is priorto the granting of
IndependencebytheUnitedKingdom totheCo-operativeRepublicofGuyana.Therefore,
atthebeginningofthe1960's,VenezuelaclearlyestablishedthattheUnitedKingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland should vindicate Venezuela for the gross
dispossessionsufferedthroughtheillegitimateParisArbitralAwardof1899.

DuetothenecessarydiplomaticpressureexertedbyVenezuelasince1962,avirtuous
negotiationwasestablishedbetweenVenezuelaandtheUnitedKingdom,togetherwith
its colony,British Guiana,todayGuyana,which culminated in the signing ofthe
legitimateGenevaAgreementof1966,withthepurposeofresolvingtheborderissue
and the territorialdispossession.The internationalcommunityis wellaware that
GuyanasignedandratifiedsaidAgreementand,consequently,iscommittedtoits
compliance in orderto seek,togetherwith Venezuela,a friendly,practicaland
satisfactorysolutionforbothparties,regardlessofthecourseoftheirregularprocedure
followed unilaterally by Guyana before the InternationalCourtofJustice,clearly
promotedbytheenergytransnationals.

Itshould benoted thatexactly55 yearsago,Venezuelawasthefirstcountryto
recognizetheCo-operativeRepublicofGuyanaasanemergingsovereignState,in
accordancewiththehistoricaltraditioninheritedfrom theLiberatorSimónBolívar.Infull
compliancewithInternationalPublicLaw andtheGenevaAgreementof1966,Ignacio
IribarrenBorges,thenMinisterofForeignRelationsofVenezuela,inalettersignedon
16May1966,whileexpressingthejoyofVenezuela"toseebornonAmericansoiland
onoldremainsofcolonialism,anewcountry,whosestrongandhard-working



inhabitantsarethusincorporatedintothebosom ofthecommunityoffreenationsof
theworld",expressedwithprecisionthetermsinwhichVenezuelarecognizedthenew
State,withthesewords:

"(...)Therefore,VenezuelarecognizesasterritoryofthenewStatethatwhichislocated
EastoftherightbankoftheEssequiboRiver,andreiteratesbeforethenewcountry,and
beforetheinternationalcommunity,thatitexpresslyreservesitsterritorialsovereignty
rights overthe entire area located on the leftbankofthe aforementioned river;
consequently,theterritoryoftheGuyanaEsequibaoverwhichVenezuelaexpressly
reservesitssovereignrights,borderstotheEastwiththenewStateofGuyana,through
thelineoftheEssequiboRiver,takenfrom itssourcetoitsmouthintheAtlanticOcean".

Inthissense,theBolivarianRepublicofVenezuela,incongratulatingthepeopleof
Guyanafortheir55yearsofIndependence,isobligedtorepudiatethestatements
expressedbyPresidentIrfaanAlitodayandratifiesitsfirm commitmenttopeaceand
goodneighborliness,throughthepermanentoffersmadetotheGuyaneseauthoritiesto
resumethespiritofdialogueandthepoliticalmechanismsprovidedforintheGeneva
Agreementdated17February1966,inpursuitofapractical,peacefulandmutually
satisfactorysolutiontotheterritorialdispute.

Caracas,26May2021


